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57 ABSTRACT

A motion limiting device includes: detection means that
detects environmental information around a robot; genera-
tion means that generates, based on the environmental
information detected by the detection means, a three-dimen-
sional environment model that includes an unobservable
area and an observable area and indicates a working envi-
ronment in which the robot operates, the unobservable area
being the area where the environmental information cannot
be detected by the detection means, and the observable area
being the area where the environmental information can be
detected by the detection means; and limiting means that
limits a motion of the robot when it is determined that the
robot has entered the unobservable area based on the three-
dimensional environment model generated by the generation
means.

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
MOTION LIMITING DEVICE AND MOTION
LIMITING METHOD

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese patent application No. 2014-089942,
filed on Apr. 24, 2014, the disclosure of which is incorpo-
rated herein in its entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a motion limiting device
and a motion limiting method that limit motions of a robot.

2. Description of Related Art

A robot is known that determines whether it has come in
contact with an obstacle near the robot based on environ-
mental information around the robot and positional infor-
mation of the robot to avoid the obstacle (see, for example,
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2010-064215).

For example, there may be an unobservable area in which
it is impossible for the robot to check for the presence or the
absence of an obstacle since the unobservable area is behind
the robot itself and it is thus difficult for the robot to avoid
the unobservable area. In such a case, the robot enters the
unobservable area. At this time, when an obstacle is present
in the unobservable area, the robot may unexpectedly come
in contact with the obstacle.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made in order to solve
these problems and aims to provide a motion limiting device
and a motion limiting method capable of mitigating, even
when the robot comes in contact with an obstacle in the
unobservable area, an impact caused by the contact.

One aspect of the present invention to achieve the afore-
mentioned object is a motion limiting device including:
detection means that detects environmental information
around a robot; generation means that generates, based on
the environmental information detected by the detection
means, a three-dimensional environment model that
includes an unobservable area and an observable area and
indicates a working environment in which the robot oper-
ates, the unobservable area being the area where the envi-
ronmental information cannot be detected by the detection
means, and the observable area being the area where the
environmental information can be detected by the detection
means; and limiting means that limits a motion of the robot
when it is determined that the robot has entered the unob-
servable area based on the three-dimensional environment
model generated by the generation means.

In this aspect, the limiting means may limit at least one of
a motion speed, a motion acceleration, and an operational
force of the robot.

In this aspect, the robot may include operation means for
operating an operation target object and moving means for
moving the robot, and upon determining that the robot has
entered the unobservable area based on the three-dimen-
sional environment model generated by the generation
means, the limiting means may decrease at least one of a
motion speed limit value that determines an upper limit of
the motion speed of the moving means and the operation
means, a motion acceleration limit value that determines an
upper limit of the motion acceleration of the moving means
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and the operation means, and an operational force limit
value that determines an upper limit of the operational force
of the moving means and the operation means.

In this aspect, upon determining that the robot is within a
predetermined distance from the unobservable area and has
moved in a direction of the unobservable area based on the
environmental information detected by the detection means
and the three-dimensional environment model generated by
the generation means, the limiting means decreases at least
one of the motion speed limit value, the motion acceleration
limit value, and the operational force limit value as the
distance between the robot and the unobservable area
decreases.

In this aspect, upon determining that the robot is within a
predetermined distance from the obstacle in the observable
area and has moved in a direction of the obstacle based on
the environmental information detected by the detection
means and the three-dimensional environment model gen-
erated by the generation means, the limiting means may
decrease at least one of the motion speed limit value, the
motion acceleration limit value, and the operational force
limit value.

In this aspect, upon determining that the robot is within a
predetermined distance from the obstacle in the observable
area and has moved in a direction of the obstacle based on
the environmental information detected by the detection
means and the three-dimensional environment model gen-
erated by the generation means, the limiting means may
decrease at least one of the motion speed limit value, the
motion acceleration limit value, and the operational force
limit value as the distance between the robot and the obstacle
decreases.

One aspect of the present invention to achieve the afore-
mentioned object may be a motion limiting method includ-
ing: detecting environmental information around a robot;
generating, based on the environmental information that is
detected, a three-dimensional environment model that
includes an unobservable area and an observable area and
indicates a working environment in which the robot oper-
ates, the unobservable area being the area where the envi-
ronmental information cannot be detected, and the observ-
able area being the area where the environmental
information can be detected; and limiting a motion of the
robot when it is determined that the robot has entered the
unobservable area based on the three-dimensional environ-
ment model that is generated.

According to the present invention, it is possible to
provide a motion limiting device and a motion limiting
method capable of mitigating, even when the robot comes in
contact with an obstacle in the unobservable area, an impact
caused by the contact.

The above and other objects, features and advantages of
the present invention will become more fully understood
from the detailed description given herein below and the
accompanying drawings which are given by way of illus-
tration only, and thus are not to be considered as limiting the
present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an oblique view showing a schematic configu-
ration of a robot according to one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a schematic system
configuration of the robot according to the embodiment of
the present invention;
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FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a schematic system
configuration of an arithmetic unit according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing one example of an unob-
servable area when the robot starts an operation for pushing
a cart;

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing one example of a state in
which the robot puts a gripped object gripped by a gripping
and operating device on a shelf; and

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing a process flow of a motion
limiting method according to the embodiment of the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, with reference to the drawings, embodiments
of the present invention will be described. FIG. 1 is an
oblique view showing a schematic configuration of a robot
according to one embodiment of the present invention. A
robot 1 according to this embodiment is configured, for
example, as a working robot that performs a remote opera-
tion in response to a user’s instruction or autonomously
performs an operation. A motion limiting device according
to this embodiment limits motions of the robot 1.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a schematic system
configuration of the robot according to the embodiment of
the present invention. The robot 1 according to this embodi-
ment includes a robot body 2, a moving device 3 that moves
the robot body 2, a gripping and operating device 4 that
holds and moves an object, a control device 5 that controls
the moving device 3 and the gripping and operating device
4, and a motion limiting device 6 that limits motions of the
moving device 3 and the gripping and operating device 4.

The moving device 3 is one specific example of moving
means. The moving device 3 moves, for example, a motor
according to a control signal input from the control device
5 to rotate a plurality of wheels and move the robot body 2
to a desired position.

The gripping and operating device 4 is one specific
example of operation means, and is configured, for example,
as an articulated arm including a gripping part 41 that grips
the object, a plurality of links 43 that are coupled through
joints 42 such as a wrist joint, an elbow joint, a shoulder
joint, and an actuator such as a motor that drives each of the
joints 42.

The control device 5 causes the robot 1 to execute the
work by controlling the moving device 3 and the gripping
and operating device 4 based on the work information input
through the operation terminal 7. The operation terminal 7
is, for example, a mobile terminal such as a tablet terminal,
a personal computer (PC), and a smartphone. The operation
terminal 7 includes, for example, a function to display an
environmental image around the robot 1. The operation
terminal 7 and the control device 5 are communicatively
coupled by a wireless line or by a wired line, and exchange
data.

The motion limiting device 6 includes an environment
sensor 61 and an arithmetic unit 62.

The environment sensor 61 is one specific example of
detection means and detects environmental information
around the robot 1. While the environment sensor 61 is
mounted, for example, on the head part of the robot 1 in this
embodiment, the environment sensor 61 may be mounted on
another part of the robot 1. The environment sensor 61 may
be installed in a working environment in which the robot 1
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operates. Further, a plurality of environment sensors 61 may
be installed in the robot 1 and the working environment.

The environment sensor 61 is a distance sensor such as a
camera (RGB-D camera, stereo camera), a laser range
finder, or an ultrasonic sensor. The environment sensor 61
detects distance information indicating the distance of the
robot 1 from an obstacle. The environment sensor 61 outputs
the environmental information such as the detected distance
information to the arithmetic unit 62.

The arithmetic unit 62 limits the motions of the robot 1
based on the environmental information detected by the
environment sensor 61. While the arithmetic unit 62 is
mounted on, for example, the robot 1 in this embodiment,
the arithmetic unit 62 may be mounted on another device.
The arithmetic unit 62 may be mounted on, for example, the
operation terminal 7 instead of being mounted on the robot
1.

The arithmetic unit 62 is formed by hardware and mainly
includes a microcomputer including, for example, a central
processing unit (CPU) 624 that performs arithmetic process-
ing and the like, a memory 6254 including a read only
memory (ROM) or a random access memory (RAM) storing
arithmetic programs to be executed by the CPU 624, and an
interface unit (I/F) 62¢ that sends or receives signals to or
from an external device. The CPU 62a, the memory 625, and
the interface unit 62¢ are interconnected through a data bus
or the like.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a schematic system
configuration of the arithmetic unit according to this
embodiment. The arithmetic unit 62 according to this
embodiment includes an environment model generation unit
621 and a parameter setting unit 622.

The environment model generation unit 621 is one spe-
cific example of generation means, and generates, based on
the environmental information detected by the environment
sensor 61, a three-dimensional environment model indicat-
ing a three-dimensional operational environment in which
the robot 1 operates. The three-dimensional environment
model includes an unobservable area in which the environ-
ment sensor 61 cannot detect the environmental information
and an observable area in which the environment sensor 61
can detect the environmental information. The unobservable
area is, for example, an area in which the environment
sensor 61 could not previously measure the environmental
information and thus the three-dimensional environment
model cannot be generated since the environment sensor 61
has a narrow angle of view or the area is behind the
environment sensor 61. The observable area is an area in
which the three-dimensional environment model can be
constructed by the environment sensor 61.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing one example of the unob-
servable area when the robot starts an operation for pushing
a cart. As shown in FIG. 4, the unobservable area (C) is, for
example, an area which is behind the robot itself or a load
on the cart carried by the robot 1 and an area which is behind
the obstacle when seen from the environment sensor 61.

The parameter setting unit 622 is one specific example of
limiting means. The parameter setting unit 622 sets limiting
parameters to limit the motions of the robot 1. The parameter
setting unit 622 sets, for example, at least one of a motion
speed limit value that limits a motion speed of the robot 1
and an operational force limit value that limits an opera-
tional force of the robot 1 to limit the motions of the robot
1.

The motion speed limit value is a limiting parameter that
determines the upper limit of the motion speed of the
moving device 3 and the gripping and operating device 4.
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The operational force limit value is a limiting parameter that
determines the upper limit of the operational force of the
moving device 3 and the gripping and operating device 4.
The parameter setting unit 622 outputs the motion speed
limit value and the operational force limit value that are set
to the control device 5.

The control device 5 controls each of the moving device
3 and the gripping and operating device 4 so that the motion
speed of each of the moving device 3 and the gripping and
operating device 4 becomes equal to or smaller than the
motion speed limit value set by the parameter setting unit
622. For example, the control device 5 controls the moving
device 3 so that the moving speed of the robot body 2
becomes equal to or smaller than the motion speed limit
value set by the parameter setting unit 622. In a similar way,
the control device 5 controls the gripping and operating
device 4 so that the moving speed of each of the links 43 and
the gripping part 41 becomes equal to or smaller than the
motion speed limit value set by the parameter setting unit
622.

The control device 5 controls each of the moving device
3 and the gripping and operating device 4 so that the
operational force of each of the moving device 3 and the
gripping and operating device 4 becomes equal to or smaller
than the operational force limit value set by the parameter
setting unit 622. For example, the control device 5 controls
the moving device 3 so that the drive torque of each wheel
becomes equal to or smaller than the operational force limit
value set by the parameter setting unit 622. In a similar way,
the control device 5 controls the gripping and operating
device 4 so that the drive torque of an actuator of each of the
joints 42 and the gripping part 41 (or magnitude of a hand
force vector) becomes equal to or smaller than the opera-
tional force limit value set by the parameter setting unit 622.

Incidentally, there may be a case, for example, in which
it is difficult for the robot to avoid the unobservable area and
the robot thus enters the unobservable area. In this case,
when an obstacle is present in the unobservable area, the
robot may unexpectedly come in contact with the obstacle.
On the contrary, the robot may intentionally move in contact
with the object in the unobservable area.

Meanwhile, the motion limiting device 6 according to this
embodiment limits the motions of the robot 1 when it is
determined that the robot 1 has entered the unobservable
area.

For example, upon determining that the robot 1 has
entered the unobservable area based on the three-dimen-
sional environment model generated by the environment
model generation unit 621, the parameter setting unit 622
decreases at least one of a motion speed limit value V. and
an operational force limit value F,, . from a motion speed
limit value VA and an operational force limit value FA for
the observable area to a motion speed limit value VC and an
operational force limit value FC for the unobservable area.

The situation in which the robot 1 enters the unobservable
area also includes, for example, a case in which an operation
target object operated by the robot 1 (the cart pushed by the
robot 1 or the object gripped by the gripping and operating
device 4) enters the unobservable area. Further, the motion
speed limit value VA and the operational force limit value
FA for the observable area are, for example, values that are
suitable for allowing the robot 1 to perform a normal work
(values by which the working efficiency can be kept high),
and values with which an impact can be tolerated even when
the robot 1 and the operation target object come in contact
with a human. The motion speed limit value VA and the
operational force limit value FA are set in the memory 625
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or the like in advance. The motion speed limit value VC
(VC<VA) and the operational force limit value FC (FC<FA)
for the unobservable area are, for example, values by which
an impact can be tolerated even when the robot 1 and the
operation target object collide with an object which is
assumed to be present in the unobservable area, and are
stored in advance in the memory 625 or the like.

Accordingly, when the robot 1 enters the unobservable
area, the motion speed of the robot 1 is limited to be low by
the motion speed limit value and/or the operational force of
the robot 1 is limited to be small by the operational force
limit value. Accordingly, even when the robot 1 intentionally
or unintentionally comes in contact with the obstacle in the
unobservable area, the impact caused by the contact can be
mitigated.

As shown in FIG. 4, for example, upon determining that
the cart gripped and pushed by the gripping and operating
device 4 has entered the unobservable area (C), the param-
eter setting unit 622 decreases the motion speed limit value
and the operational force limit value F,,,. to the motion
speed limit value VC and the operational force limit value
FC.

Accordingly, even when the user tries to powerfully
operate the robot 1 through the operation terminal 7, for
example, the moving speed of the robot 1 and the cart
moving in the direction in which the robot 1 and the cart
enter the unobservable area (C) is forced to be low by the
motion speed limit value VC. Further, the operational force
when the robot 1 pushes the cart in the direction in which the
robot 1 enters the unobservable area (C) is forced to be low
by the operational force limit value FC. Accordingly, even
when the robot 1 and the cart enter the unobservable area (C)
and intentionally or unintentionally come in contact with the
obstacle in the unobservable area (C), the impact caused by
the contact can be mitigated.

After that, upon determining that the robot 1 and the cart
have gotten out of the unobservable area (C) and entered the
observable area (A), the parameter setting unit 622 returns
the motion speed limit value V. and the operational force
limit value F,,, from the motion speed limit value VC and
the operational force limit value FC for the unobservable
area (C) to the normal motion speed limit value VA and the
operational force limit value FA. Accordingly, the robot 1 is
able to move the cart in a normal moving speed and to push
the cart with a normal operational force, whereby it is
possible to keep the high working efficiency.

The area where the robot 1 has operated before is regarded
as the area that does not include any obstacle. Therefore, the
environment model generation unit 621 changes the area in
the unobservable area (C) where the robot 1 has operated
before (the area where the robot 1 or the cart has passed
through) in the three-dimensional environment model to the
observable area (A) as necessary. In this way, by changing
the unobservable area (C) to the observable area (A) accord-
ing to the movement of the robot 1 to extend the observable
area (A), the area where the robot 1 can operate at the normal
moving speed and the normal operational force increases,
whereby it is possible to keep the high working efficiency.

Further, when the robot 1 and the cart enter the observable
area (A), the area which is behind the robot and the cart seen
from the environment sensor 61 is newly generated in the
observable area (A). Another obstacle rarely occurs, how-
ever, in a relatively short period of time during which the
robot 1 performs work. Accordingly, on the premise that the
number of obstacles does not increase during the work by
the robot 1, even when an area is generated that cannot be
observed from the environment sensor 61 in the observable
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area (A) where the presence or the absence of an obstacle
has already been checked in the three-dimensional environ-
ment model, the environment model generation unit 621
keeps the state of this area as the state of the observable area
(A). As described above, even when the robot 1 comes in
contact with the obstacle in the unobservable area (C), it is
possible to further keep the high working efficiency while
mitigating the impact caused by the contact.

Upon determining that the cart gripped and pushed by the
gripping and operating device 4 is within a predetermined
distance (in the obstacle area (B)) from the obstacle in the
observable area (A) and moves in the direction of the
obstacle, the parameter setting unit 622 decreases at least
one of the motion speed limit value V,,,, and the operational
force limit value F,, ., from the motion speed limit value VA
and the operational force limit value FA for the observed
area (A) to the motion speed limit value VB (VB<VA) and
the operational force limit value FB (FB<FA) for the
obstacle area (B).

For example, upon determining that the cart gripped and
pushed by the gripping and operating device 4 is within a
predetermined distance (in the obstacle area (B)) from the
obstacle and operates in the direction of the obstacle based
on the three-dimensional environment model generated by
the environment model generation unit 621 and the envi-
ronmental information detected by the environment sensor
61, the parameter setting unit 622 decreases the motion
speed limit value V,,, and the operational force limit value
F,,.. to the motion speed limit value VB and the operational
force limit value FB. The motion speed limit value VB and
the operational force limit value FB for the obstacle area (B)
are values, for example, by which an impact can be tolerated
even when the robot 1 and the operation target object contact
the obstacle, and are set in advance in the memory 625 or the
like. Accordingly, even when the robot 1 and the cart comes
in contact with the obstacle, the impact caused by the contact
can be mitigated.

Upon determining that the cart gripped and pushed by the
gripping and operating device 4 is within a predetermined
distance from the obstacle and moves in the direction of the
obstacle based on the three-dimensional environment model
generated by the environment model generation unit 621 and
the environmental information detected by the environment
sensor 61, the parameter setting unit 622 may gradually
decrease the motion speed limit value and the operational
force limit value as the distance between the cart and the
obstacle decreases. Accordingly, the motion speed and the
operational force can be further suppressed before the robot
1 and the cart contact the obstacle, whereby it is possible to
further mitigate the impact caused by the contact with the
obstacle.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing one example of a state in
which the robot puts the object gripped by the gripping and
operating device on a shelf. While the unobservable area (C)
is an area where the environment sensor 61 cannot detect the
environmental information (in reality, including a part that
cannot be seen because of the presence of a shelf board or
the area behind the shelf), the unobservable area (shaded
area) in FIG. 5 is simplified for the sake of description.

When the robot 1 starts the work from the state shown in
FIG. 5, the environmental model generation unit 621 of the
arithmetic unit 62 generates the three-dimensional environ-
ment model including the unobservable area (C) which is the
area behind the gripped object and the gripping and oper-
ating device 4 when seen from the environment sensor 61.
When it has determined that the gripping and operating
device 4 has entered the unobservable area (C) based on the
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three-dimensional environment model generated by the
environment model generation unit 621, the parameter set-
ting unit 622 decreases the motion speed limit value V,, .
and the operational force limit value f,, ,, to the motion speed
limit value VC and the operational force limit value FC.

Accordingly, even when the user tries to operate the robot
1 to a large extent through the operation terminal 7, for
example, the moving speed of the robot 1 in the direction in
which the gripped object and the gripping and operating
device 4 enter the unobservable area (C) is forced to be low,
and the operational force to move the gripped object in the
direction in which the gripped object enters the unobserv-
able area (C) is also forced to be low. Accordingly, even
when the gripping and operating device 4 and the gripped
object enter the unobservable area (C) and intentionally or
unintentionally comes into contact with the obstacle in the
unobservable area (C), the impact caused by the contact can
be mitigated.

In order to confirm that there is no obstacle in the depth
direction of the shelf, the robot 1 moves, for example, the
gripped object and the gripping and operating device 4 up
and down and left and right or in the front direction. Further,
there are observable areas (A) up and down and left and right
or in the front direction. Accordingly, when the robot 1
performs the operation for checking the obstacle, the param-
eter setting unit 622 determines that the gripped object and
the gripping and operating device 4 have entered the observ-
able area (A) and sets the motion speed limit value V,,,_and
the operational force limit value F,,,to the normal motion
speed limit value VA and the operational force limit value
FA. Accordingly, the robot 1 is able to execute the operation
for checking the obstacle in the normal motion speed and the
normal operational force in a short period of time.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing a process flow of a motion
limiting method according to this embodiment. The process-
ing shown in FIG. 6 is executed repeatedly, for example, for
each period for sampling the data measured by the environ-
ment sensor 61 or each cycle for controlling the robot 1.

Before starting processing for each period, the environ-
ment model generation unit 621 of the arithmetic unit 62
initializes the three-dimensional environment model includ-
ing the observable area (A), the obstacle area (B), and the
unobservable area (C) in advance.

The environment sensor 61 detects environmental infor-
mation around the robot 1 (Step S101) and outputs the
environmental information that is detected to the environ-
ment model generation unit 621 of the arithmetic unit 62.

The environment model generation unit 621 generates,
based on the environmental information output from the
environment sensor 61, the three-dimensional environment
model, in which the observable area (A) is the area which
does not include any obstacle, the obstacle area (B) is the
area within a predetermined distance from the obstacle that
is detected, and the unobservable area (C) is the remaining
area in which the presence or the absence of an obstacle can
not be checked (Step S102). The environment model gen-
eration unit 621 outputs the three-dimensional environment
model that is generated to the parameter setting unit 622.

Upon determining that the robot 1 is in the observable
area (A) based on the three-dimensional environment model
output from the environment model generation unit 621, the
parameter setting unit 622 respectively sets the motion speed
limit value V,, . and the operational force limit value F,,
to the motion speed limit value VA and the operational force
limit value FA for the observable area (A) set in the memory
626 (V,,.=VA, F, .=FA). Further, upon determining that
the robot 1 has entered the unobservable area (C) based on
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the three-dimensional environment model output from the
environment model generation unit 621, the parameter set-
ting unit 622 sets the motion speed limit value V,,,, and the
operational force limit value F,,,. to the motion speed limit
value VC and the operational force limit value FC for the
unobservable area (C) set in the memory 6256 (V,,,.=VC,
F,..=FC). Further, upon determining that the robot 1 is
within the obstacle area (B) and moves in the direction of the
obstacle based on the three-dimensional environment model
output from the environment model generation unit 621 and
the environmental information output from the environment
sensor 61, the parameter setting unit 622 sets the motion
speed limit value V,,,,.. and the operational force limit value
F,,.. to the motion speed limit value VB and the operational
force limit value FB for the obstacle areca (B) set in the
memory 626 (V,,,.=VB, F,  =FB) (Step S103). The param-
eter setting unit 622 outputs the motion speed limit value
V.0 and the operational force limit value F,,,. that are set
to the control device 5.

The operation terminal 7 transmits the work information
input by the user to the control device 5 (Step S104).

The control device 5 controls the moving device 3 and the
gripping and operating device 4 based on the work infor-
mation from the operation terminal 7 while limiting the
motions of the moving device 3 and the gripping and
operating device 4 to be within the motion speed limit value
V.0 and the operational force limit value F,,,. output from
the parameter setting unit 622 of the arithmetic unit 62 (Step
S105).

The environment model generation unit 621 changes the
unobservable area (C) in which the robot 1 has operated to
the observable area (A) as necessary in the three-dimen-
sional environment model (Step S106).

As described above, the motion limiting device 6 accord-
ing to this embodiment limits the motions of the robot 1
when it is determined that the robot 1 has entered the
unobservable area. Accordingly, even when the robot 1
comes in contact with the obstacle in the unobservable area,
it is possible to mitigate an impact caused by the contact.

The present invention is not limited to the above embodi-
ment and may be changed as appropriate without departing
from the spirit of the present invention.

While the parameter setting unit 622 limits the motions of
the robot 1 by changing the motion speed limit value that
limits the motion speed of the robot 1 and the operational
force limit value that limits the operational force of the robot
1 in the above embodiment, the present invention is not
limited to this case. The parameter setting unit 622 may limit
the motions of the robot 1 by changing, for example, the
motion acceleration limit value that limits the motion accel-
eration of the robot 1. In this case, the control device 5
controls each of the moving device 3 and the gripping and
operating device 4 so that the motion acceleration of each of
the moving device 3 and the gripping and operating device
4 becomes equal to or smaller than the motion acceleration
limit value set by the parameter setting unit 622. The control
device 5 controls, for example, the moving device 3 so that
the moving acceleration of the robot body 2 becomes equal
to or smaller than the motion acceleration limit value set by
the parameter setting unit 622. In a similar way, the control
device 5 controls the gripping and operating device 4 so that
the moving acceleration of each of the links 43 and the
gripping part 41 becomes equal to or smaller than the motion
acceleration limit value set by the parameter setting unit 622.

Accordingly, when the robot 1 enters the unobservable
area (C), the motion acceleration of the robot 1 is limited to
be low by the motion acceleration limit value. Accordingly,
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even when the robot 1 intentionally or unintentionally comes
in contact with the obstacle in the unobservable area, it is
possible to mitigate the impact caused by the contact.

In the above embodiment, upon determining that the robot
1 is within a predetermined distance from the unobservable
area (C) and operates in the direction of the unobservable
area (C), the parameter setting unit 622 may decrease at least
one of the motion speed limit value and the operational force
limit value from the motion speed limit value VA and the
operational force limit value FA for the observable area (A).
Further, upon determining that the robot 1 is within a
predetermined distance from the unobservable area (C) and
operates in the direction of the unobservable area (C), the
parameter setting unit 622 may gradually decrease the
motion speed limit value and the operational force limit
value as the distance between the robot 1 and the unobserv-
able area (C) decreases.

It is therefore possible to further suppress the motion
speed and the operational force before the robot 1 enters the
unobservable area (C), whereby even when the robot 1
comes in contact with the obstacle in the unobservable area
(C), it is possible to further mitigate the impact caused by the
contact.

Further, the present invention can achieve the processing
shown in FIG. 6 by causing, for example, the CPU 624 to
execute a computer program.

The program can be stored and provided to a computer
using any type of non-transitory computer readable media.
Non-transitory computer readable media include any type of
tangible storage media. Examples of non-transitory com-
puter readable media include magnetic storage media (such
as flexible disks, magnetic tapes, hard disk drives, etc.),
optical magnetic storage media (e.g. magneto-optical disks),
CD-ROM (Read Only Memory), CD-R, CD-R/W, and semi-
conductor memories (such as mask ROM, PROM (Program-
mable ROM), EPROM (Erasable PROM), flash ROM,
RAM (random access memory), etc.).

Further, the program may be provided to a computer using
any type of transitory computer readable media. Examples
of transitory computer readable media include electric sig-
nals, optical signals, and electromagnetic waves. Transitory
computer readable media can provide the program to a
computer via a wired communication line (e.g. electric
wires, and optical fibers) or a wireless communication line.

From the invention thus described, it will be obvious that
the embodiments of the invention may be varied in many
ways. Such variations are not to be regarded as a departure
from the spirit and scope of the invention, and all such
modifications as would be obvious to one skilled in the art
are intended for inclusion within the scope of the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A motion limiting device comprising:

detection means that detects environmental information

around a robot;

generation means that generates, based on the environ-

mental information detected by the detection means, a
three-dimensional environment model that includes an
unobservable area and an observable area and indicates
a working environment in which the robot operates, the
unobservable area being the area where the environ-
mental information cannot be detected by the detection
means, and the observable area being the area where
the environmental information can be detected by the
detection means; and

limiting means that limits a motion of the robot when it is

determined that the robot has entered the unobservable
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area based on the three-dimensional environment
model generated by the generation means, wherein

the limiting means limits at least one of a motion speed,
a motion acceleration, and an operational force of the
robot,

the robot comprises operation means for operating an

operation target object and moving means for moving
the robot, and

upon determining that the robot has entered the unob-

servable area based on the three-dimensional environ-
ment model generated by the generation means, the
limiting means decreases at least one of (i) a motion
speed limit value that determines an upper limit of the
motion speed of the moving means and the operation
means, (ii) a motion acceleration limit value that deter-
mines an upper limit of the motion acceleration of the
moving means and the operation means, and (iii) an
operational force limit value that determines an upper
of the operational force of the moving means and the
operation means.

2. The motion limiting device according to claim 1,
wherein, upon determining that the robot is within a prede-
termined distance from the unobservable area and moves in
a direction of the unobservable area based on the environ-
mental information detected by the detection means and the
three-dimensional environment model generated by the gen-
eration means, the limiting means decreases at least one of
the motion speed limit value, the motion acceleration limit
value, and the operational force limit value as the distance
between the robot and the unobservable area decreases.

3. The motion limiting device according to claim 1,
wherein, upon determining that the robot is within a prede-
termined distance from the obstacle in the observable area
and moves in a direction of the obstacle based on the
environmental information detected by the detection means
and the three-dimensional environment model generated by
the generation means, the limiting means decreases at least
one of the motion speed limit value, the motion acceleration
limit value, and the operational force limit value.

4. The motion limiting device according to claim 3,
wherein, upon determining that the robot is within a prede-
termined distance from the obstacle in the observable area
and moves in a direction of the obstacle based on the
environmental information detected by the detection means
and the three-dimensional environment model generated by
the generation means, the limiting means decreases at least
one of the motion speed limit value, the motion acceleration
limit value, and the operational force limit value as the
distance between the robot and the obstacle decreases.

5. A motion limiting method comprising:

detecting environmental information around a robot;

generating, based on the environmental information that

is detected, a three-dimensional environment model
that includes an unobservable area and an observable
area and indicates a working environment in which the
robot operates, the unobservable area being the area
where the environmental information cannot be
detected, and the observable area being the area where
the environmental information can be detected; and
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limiting a motion of the robot when it is determined that
the robot has entered the unobservable area based on
the three-dimensional environment model that is gen-
erated, wherein

the limiting step limits at least one of a motion speed, a
motion acceleration, and an operational force of the
robot,

the motion limiting method further comprises:
operating an operation target object, and
moving the robot, and

upon determining that the robot has entered the unob-
servable area based on the three-dimensional environ-
ment model generated by the generation step, the
limiting step decreases at least one of (i) a motion speed
limit value that determines an upper limit of the motion
speed of moving the robot and operating the operation
target object, (ii) a motion acceleration limit value that
determines an upper limit of the motion acceleration of
moving the robot and operating the operation target
object, and (iii) an operational force limit value that
determines an upper limit of the operational force of
moving the robot and operating the operation target
object.

6. A motion limiting device comprising:

an environment sensor that detects environmental infor-
mation around a robot;

an environment model generation unit that generates,
based on the environmental information detected by the
environment sensor, a three-dimensional environment
model that includes an unobservable area and an
observable area and indicates a working environment in
which the robot operates, the unobservable area being
the area where the environmental information cannot
be detected by the environment sensor, and the observ-
able area being the area where the environmental
information can be detected by the environment sensor;
and

a parameter setting unit that limits a motion of the robot
when it is determined that the robot has entered the
unobservable area based on the three-dimensional envi-
ronment model generated by the environment model
generation unit, wherein

the parameter setting unit limits at least one of a motion
speed, a motion acceleration, and an operational force
of the robot,

the robot comprises a gripping and operating device that
operates an operation target object and a moving device
that moves the robot, and

upon determining that the robot has entered the unob-
servable area based on the three-dimensional environ-
ment model generated by the environment model gen-
eration unit, the parameter setting unit decreases at least
one of (i) a motion speed limit value that determines an
upper limit of the motion speed of the moving device
and the gripping and operating device, (ii) a motion
acceleration limit value that determines an upper limit
of the motion acceleration of the moving device and the
gripping and operating device, and (iii) an operational
force limit value that determines an upper limit of the
operational force of the moving device and the gripping
and operating device.
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